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Cathedral Heritage Foundation Lecture: 

Architectural features tell stories of medieval life  
 
 

(Saint Paul, MN)  The Cathedral Heritage Foundation invites the public to a lecture which 

takes apart features of cathedrals in the Middle Ages to illustrate the impact of Christian 

philosophy on Western culture.  William Cook, Ph.D., Cornell University, will present 

“Like Dante, Like Thomas Aquinas: The Cathedral as synthesis of western culture,” 

Thursday, October 20 at 7 p.m.   
 

The lecture will begin in Hayden Hall, located on the lower level of the Cathedral, at the 

corner of Summit Avenue and John Ireland Boulevard.  Free parking is available in the 

parking lot on the south side of the Cathedral as well as ample street parking.  

 

Professor Cook will primarily highlight examples of our European cathedrals which have 

helped shape western culture. He will also take those in attendance on a walking tour of our 

more “modern” Cathedral to point out features. “Gazing toward the dome of the Cathedral 

of Saint Paul, we find mosaics of the four cardinal virtues--prudence, justice, temperance, 

fortitude.  Since these virtues are first grouped together by Plato and we find them in a 

cathedral, Saint Paul's continues the tradition of synthesis that I will illuminate as I take 

those present on a 'tour' of some of the salient features of medieval cathedrals,” writes 

Cook.   

 

For more information, visit www.cathedralsaintpaul.org or call the Welcome Center at 651-

228-1766.  To view photos of the Cathedral of Saint Paul’s interior and exterior go to 

http://www.cathedralsaintpaul.org/album 
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